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top story / K’omoks gets immediate benefits from AiP
K’omoks First Nation is one of three First Nations to benefit
from early land transfers as part of their eventual treaty
settlement.

The land transfer, in advance of a final treaty, fulfills a BC
government promise to deliver treaty benefits earlier through
an Incremental Treaty Agreement with K’omoks.

Treaty Negotiations

Status Report

There are 60 First Nations,
including 110 Indian Act bands,
in the BC treaty process.
for a complete list of nations
and treaty process stage
go to page 8

full story on page 2

K’omoks and
Homalco sign
agreement on
shared areas
K’omoks First Nation and
Homalco First Nation have
signed a shared area agreement. The two First Nations
will continue to share specific
geographic areas.
full story on page 3

Maa-nulth treaty
opens doors to new
opportunities

Two of the five Maa-nulth First
Nations are now members of
the Alberni Clayoquot Regional
District as a result of their treaty.
full story on page 3

Commissioner Haggard
re-appointed

Commissioner Dave Haggard
will serve a third, two-year
term at the Treaty Commission.
full story on page 5
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Support for
treaties remains
strong
Many British Columbians
strongly favour resolving the
land claims issue through
treaties, according to the latest
Treaty Commission public
opinion survey.

full story on page 4

Commissioners host capacity
workshop

Four northern First Nations had a
firsthand opportunity to work with
the Treaty Commission.
full story on page 6

Term extended for
chief commissioner
The three-year
term of Chief
Commissioner
Sophie Pierre,
which ended
March 31,
has been
extended for one year. The chief
commissioner requested the
extension.
full story on page 4

Indigenous people face major
development challenges

The similarities among indigenous
people in four countries were the
genesis for a conference.
full story on page 7

Cohen
Commission
report delayed
The Cohen Commission of Inquiry
into the decline of sockeye
salmon in the Fraser River has
been granted a three-month
extension. Commissioner Bruce
Cohen is now expected to submit
a report by September 30.

full story on page 5

Workshops for First Nations
address conflict resolution

Resolution of shared territory is a
priority for the many First Nations
that seek jurisdictional certainty.
full story on page 6
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top story / K’omoks gets immediate benefits from AiP
K’omoks First Nation is one of three
First Nations to benefit from early land
transfers as part of their eventual treaty
settlement.
The land transfer, in advance of a final treaty, fulfills a
BC government promise to deliver treaty benefits earlier
through an Incremental Treaty Agreement with K’omoks.
Negotiations are underway to transfer two key parcels
of land to K’omoks now that the agreement in principle
has been signed. One parcel is at the base of the Mt.
Washington ski area where there is development
potential and the other parcel is in Union Bay where there
could be a mix of commercial, residential and industrial
development. A comprehensive community plan is being
developed by the community to determine how treaty
settlement land will be used.
The agreement in principle provides 2,043 hectares of
land and a one-time payment of $17.5 million, once the
treaty is finalized.

“I am convinced the treaty will bring
many direct benefits to our members
and certainly to our many non-aboriginal
friends, neighbours and business partners,”
said K’omoks Chief Ernie Hardy.

© BC Treaty Commission

“Now the parties have the challenge and the opportunity
of moving to a final treaty and that will take some
willingness on their part to complete the negotiations,”
said Commissioner Jerry Lampert. “Hopefully, we will see
a final treaty done in the next couple of years.”

Minister Mary Polak, Councillor Stewart Hardy
and Minister John Duncan sign the agreement
in principle.
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Maa-nulth treaty opens doors to new opportunities
Maa-nulth leaders celebrate
Treaty Day.

Tsawwassen First Nation earlier
joined the Metro Vancouver regional
district as part of its treaty implementation.

K’omoks First Nation and Homalco
First Nation have signed a shared area
agreement.
The two First Nations will continue to share specific
geographic areas as set out in their shared resource
harvest area agreement. The agreement covers such
things as the harvest of fish, including shellfish, wildlife
and migratory birds, plants and medicines.
“The agreement really recognizes the roots of our
nations and how they were intertwined in the past,”
said Ron Frank, K’omoks assistant treaty co-ordinator.
“In a modern-day context, this agreement gives us
certainty around negotiating our respective treaties.
We have a very clear agreement that won’t get in the
way of each other’s treaty processes.”
“I really look forward to moving into the future
supporting each other’s treaty processes,” said Maryann
Enevoldsen, Homalco councillor. Homalco is one of eight
First Nations considered to be close to an agreement in
principle.
Enevoldsen thanked the Treaty Commission saying that
without their support the agreement would not have
been possible.
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Four Maa-nulth First Nations now
have a role in the management of
Pacific Rim National Park because of
another provision within their treaty.

Two of the five Maa-nulth First Nations are now members
of the Alberni Clayoquot Regional District as a result of
their treaty.
Huu-ay-aht and Yuuthlu-ilth-ath (Ucluelet) First Nations
will each have one vote on the regional district and will
begin to identify the regional services that may make
sense for them, for example, development planning, fire
protection and water delivery.
Uchucklesaht and Toquaht First Nations have the option
of joining the regional district, and will have observer
status until they make their decision on membership.
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:kles7et’h First Nation (pronounced
Ky-yuk-et/Check-le-set) is eligible to join the Mount
Waddington Regional District.
Regional district membership is a provision within the
Maa-nulth First Nations Final Agreement.

Parks Canada has signed an agreement with Huu-ay-aht, Toquaht,
Uchucklesaht and Yuuthlu-ilth-ath First Nations for cooperation in the future planning and management of the
park. The park includes the West Coast Trail, Long Beach
and the Broken Group of Islands. The current board will be
expanded to include input from the four First Nations.
In a media interview, Huu-ay-aht spokesperson Tom
Happynook said the agreement with Parks Canada will
provide expanded management opportunities for his
First Nation and the Maa-nulth in 4,000 hectares of
treaty settlement land within the park.
Tseshaht First Nation and Parks Canada will sign a
Memorandum of Agreement on cooperation for the
planning and management of the Broken Group Islands.
The memorandum officially acknowledges the Tseshaht
and Maa-nulth Accord, and reaffirms Tseshaht-asserted
aboriginal title in the Broken Group Islands.
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Support for treaties remains strong
Many British Columbians strongly favour
resolving the land claims issue through
treaties, according to the latest Treaty
Commission public opinion survey.

75%

“The Treaty Commission has made it a
priority to explain the economic benefits
of treaties for all British Columbians,” said
Chief Commissioner Sophie Pierre. “Given
the substantial economic benefits that
treaties will deliver and the tremendous
public support, it makes sense to complete
treaties now,” said Pierre.

© BC Treaty Commission

Chief Commissioner
Sophie Pierre.

71%

When those surveyed were asked if they support or
oppose making treaties with First Nations, 75% said they
support treaties, including 38% who strongly support
treaties. Support was highest in Vancouver where 88%
support treaty making, including 52% who strongly
support treaties.
When asked what impact settling treaties will have on
the provincial economy, 48 percent believed it would be
positive. That is a 16 percent increase over survey findings
in 2009 and 2010 and comparable to findings in 2011.

Term extended for chief
commissioner

68%

65%
2001

2007

2009

2012

In eight surveys conducted between 1999 and 2012,
majority support for treaty making has been a constant
in the province. Awareness of the Treaty Commission at
58 percent is at its highest in 13 years of polling.
The telephone survey of 500 British Columbians was
conducted between January 25 and February 8 by Mustel
Research Group. The margin of error is plus or minus
4.5 percent at a 95 percent confidence rating.

The three-year term of Chief Commissioner Sophie Pierre,
which ended March 31, has been extended for one year.
The chief commissioner requested the extension to
“address prospects for the coming year, which provide
some hope we can turn this thing around in a meaningful
way.” Pierre will participate in discussions on treaty
revitalization, the future role of the Treaty Commission,
and 20th anniversary events, all slated to take place
this year.
She was appointed in 2009 by agreement of the
governments of Canada and British Columbia and the
First Nations Summit and is the fifth chief commissioner
since the Treaty Commission was established in 1992.
The search for a new chief commissioner is underway.
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Cohen Commission report delayed

Commissioner Haggard
re-appointed
Commissioner
Dave Haggard.

The Cohen Commission of Inquiry into the
decline of sockeye salmon in the Fraser
River has been granted a three-month
extension.
Commissioner Bruce Cohen is now expected to submit
a report by September 30. The overwhelming amount of
evidence was cited for the delay.

“The lack of a federal fish mandate is a
serious issue in treaty negotiations,” said
Chief Commissioner Sophie Pierre. “Fish
is integral to First Nations’ culture and
traditions, and quality of life.”

© BC Treaty Commission

The Treaty Commission has asked the federal government
to provide options for First Nations that address the
lengthy delay and allow agreements to be concluded.
A combination of the federal review of the west coast
commercial fisheries begun in 2007, and the subsequent
Cohen inquiry add up to more than five years in which
the treaty process has been without a federal mandate
on fish.
The inquiry has received more than 900 public
submissions and heard from more than 160 witnesses
and produced 14,000 pages of transcripts and 2,100
exhibits for Cohen to sift through and consider for the
final report.
The Cohen Commission was established in November
2009 to produce recommendations for sustaining the
sockeye salmon fishery in the Fraser River.

Commissioner Dave Haggard will serve a third, two-year
term at the Treaty Commission. The BC government first
appointed Haggard in February 2008.
Commissioner Haggard has taken a leading role in
developing the Treaty Commission’s Human Resource
Capacity Tool for First Nations, and the supporting
workshops, and in helping First Nations to resolve
shared territory issues. He is also active at a number of
treaty tables where he is helping the parties to conclude
agreements, including interim agreements.
Haggard is a long-time labour leader and forestry
advocate with experience in negotiations with industry,
labour and governments, including First Nations.
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Commissioners host capacity workshop
for northwest First Nations
First Nations work on human resource capacity issues.

Commissioners Dave Haggard and Robert
Phillips as well as Treaty Commission staff
facilitated the workshop, the second in a series
of workshops being held throughout the
province. Funding to support this initiative has
been provided by the BC government, and by
the New Relationship Trust.

Four northern First Nations had a firsthand
opportunity to work with the Treaty
Commission’s Human Resource Capacity
Tool Kit for First Nations at a workshop
in Terrace.
Representatives of Kitselas, Kitsumkalum, Metlakatla
and Gitga’at First Nations attended the two-day
workshop to learn about the human resource capacity
tool (HR Tool) and planning for post-treaty human
resource and governance needs.

© BC Treaty Commission

“We are appreciative of the financial support
because there is a very real need for human
resource capacity planning by First Nations,”
said Commissioner Haggard. A second printing
of the HR Tool has been ordered to meet the
demand.
Kitselas and Kitsumkalum First Nations are close to
completing agreements in principle. Metlakatla First
Nation restarted treaty negotiations in 2011 with a view
to completing an agreement in principle as quickly as
possible.
Kwadacha First Nation is receiving funding from the
federal government for a human resource capacity
initiative using the Treaty Commission’s HR Tool and Good
Hope First Nation has made an application to undertake
the same initiative. Both First Nations are members of the
Kaska Dena Council, which is negotiating an agreement
in principle.

Workshops for First Nations
address conflict resolution
Resolution of shared territory is a priority for the many
First Nations that seek jurisdictional certainty in their
respective areas and the associated economic benefits.
When an agreement on mutual sharing among First
Nation is reached, and acknowledged for treaty purposes,
then the First Nations’ say in activities on the shared
territory is strengthened.
The Treaty Commission supports First Nations resolving
shared territory disputes, and has partnered with the
Holloway Zaiser Group to deliver an intensive three-day
course on conflict resolution for First Nations entitled
“Conflict Management: An Introduction to Creating
Agreements That Last”. The course offered in Vancouver
on May 2–4 is now full, but space is available for the
workshop in Prince George May 30–June 1.
The course introduces the skills, theory and process for
a collaborative, interest-based negotiation in a variety
of work and day-to-day situations. It will use relevant,
applicable examples to ground the theory in real-life
scenarios so participants can immediately apply the
principles learned.
A federal government grant has supported course
development and will allow the Treaty Commission
to offer this course at no cost to participants.
For more information about the course, or to place an
Expression of Interest in attending, please contact Kristin
Price at 604-329-1571, or at kprice@bctreaty.ca
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Indigenous people face major development challenges
The similarities among indigenous people
in four countries were the genesis for an
international conversation on different
paths to self determination held recently
in Tucson, Arizona.
The four countries represented — Canada, USA, Australia
and New Zealand — are all settler societies where the
predominant society arose from immigrants and the
indigenous population was marginalized and displaced.
Despite the dismal treatment, the indigenous populations
survive, many of them not simply as collections of
individuals but as distinct groups and communities with
distinctive cultural identities. They are often concentrated
in discrete locations on traditional lands that have been
the keys to their survival and over which they exercise
varying levels of control.
The conference focused on three areas critical to
meeting the challenges faced by indigenous people: selfdetermination; governance; and economic development.
Self-determination refers to genuine decision-making
power and responsibility over what happens on
indigenous peoples’ lands, in their affairs. Governance
refers to principles, rules and mechanisms by which the
will of the indigenous nation is translated in sustained,
organized action. Economic development refers to the
ability of the indigenous nation to support themselves
and sustain self-governance and to provide their citizens
with the opportunity to live productive, satisfying lives.

© BC Treaty Commission

“The conference, ‘Common Roots, Common Futures:
Different Paths to Self-Determination’ resonates for us
at the Treaty Commission because it relates so well to
the work we do every day,” said conference attendee
Chief Commissioner Sophie Pierre. “Self-determination,
governance and economic development is what the BC
treaty process is all about, so those three themes were
a natural fit for us.”
The conference was a Harvard University Australian
Studies Initiative in partnership with the Harvard
University Harvard Project on American Indian Economic
Development, the Native Nations Institute at the
University of Arizona, the National Centre for Indigenous
Studies and the Australian National University at
Canberra.
Chief Commissioner Pierre, at the invitation of Harvard
University, participated in the conference along with
Treaty Advisor Sarah Robinson.

“This was an opportunity to share our
BC experience in treaty negotiations and
to learn from the participants’ wealth of
knowledge addressing self-determination,”
said Robinson.”

Sarah Robinson reports on break out session.
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Status Report

There are 60 First Nations, which include
110 Indian Act bands, in the BC treaty
process.
first nations with implemented final agreements (2)
Tsawwassen First Nation
Maa-nulth First Nations
first nations with completed final agreements (3)
Lheidli T’enneh First Nation (second vote planned)
Sliammon First Nation (vote planned)
Yale First Nation (ratified by First Nation and BC
government)
first nations in advanced final agreement
negotiations (2)
In-SHUCK-ch Nation
Yekooche Nation
first nations with completed agreements in
principle (1)
K’omoks First Nation
first nations in advanced agreement in principle
negotiations (8)
Homalco Indian Band
Ktunaxa/Kinbasket Treaty Council
Namgis Nation
Nazko First Nation
Oweekeno Nation
Te’Mexw Treaty Association
Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation
Tsimshian First Nations

© BC Treaty Commission

first nations in active treaty negotiations (26)
Acho Dene Koe First Nation
Council of the Haida Nation
Da’naxda’xw Awaetlatla Nation
Ditidaht First Nation
Esketemc First Nation
Gitanyow Hereditary Chiefs
Gitxsan Hereditary Chiefs (?)
Gwa’Sala-’Nakwaxda’xw Nation
Haisla Nation
Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group
Kaska Dena Council
Katzie Indian Band
Klahoose First Nation
Laich-Kwil-Tach Council of Chiefs
Lake Babine Nation
Northern Shuswap Treaty Society
Pacheedaht Band
Quatsino First Nation
Snuneymuxw First Nation
Sto:lo Xwexwilmexw Treaty Association
Taku River Tlingit First Nation
Tlatlasikwala Nation
Tlowitsis First Nation
Tsay Keh Dene Band
Tsleil-Waututh Nation
Wet’suwet’en Nation
first nations not currently negotiating a treaty (18)
Allied Tribes of La Kw’alaams
Carcross / Tagish First Nation		
Carrier Sekani Tribal Council
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations

Cheslatta Carrier Nation
Heiltsuk Nation
Hupacasath First Nation			
Hwlitsum First Nation
Kwakiutl Nation
Liard First Nation				
McLeod Lake Indian Band
Musqueam Nation				
Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council		
Ross River Dena Council			
Sechelt Indian Band
Squamish Nation
Teslin Tlingit Council				
Westbank First Nation

about the bc treaty commission

The Treaty Commission is the independent body responsible
for overseeing treaty negotiations among the governments
of Canada, BC and First Nations in BC. It has three roles:

facilitation, funding First Nations, and province-wide public
information and education.

contact us at
t 604 482 9200

f 604 482 9222

toll free 1 800 665 8330

700 – 1111 Melville St Vancouver BC Canada v6e 3v6
info@bctreaty.ca www.bctreaty.ca

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/bctreaty
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